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Welcome from our Chief Medical Officer and Deputy Chief 

Executive, Dr Peter Wilson 

Happy New Year from all of us here at University Hospitals Dorset. 

2025 was an incredible year for our hospitals as we marked a number of milestones 

and achievements, including: 

• Opening of the BEACH Building at the Royal Bournemouth Hospital, with our 

Maternity, Critical Care and RBH Emergency Department colleagues now 

delivering care from a state-of-the-art building, and more teams to join them 

soon. 

• Strengthening our research and academic partnerships with Bournemouth 

University and Health Science University.  

• Seeing more of our patients sooner and improving cancer waits.  

While we face significant challenges in our NHS, our teams are working tirelessly to 

provide excellent services now, as well as planning for the future – and we have a 

busy 2026 ahead. 

In July, the Royal Bournemouth will become our emergency care site, while Poole 

Hospital will become one of the largest planned care sites in the country. This is a 

Herculean feat in its own right, but one that aims to create a positive change for 

healthcare in Dorset. 

For now, as we continue through the winter, please choose well when seeking 

medical help. More information on how to do this can be found in this newsletter. 

Thank you for your continued support, Peter 



 

 

Looking ahead: What to expect in 2026 

The next stage of our transformation programme (Phase 3) will take place in summer 

2026 and will separate emergency and planned care. The Royal Bournemouth 

Hospital will become our emergency care site, and Poole Hospital will be our 

planned care site.  

This is the most complex phase and will involve moving wards, staff, patients, and 

equipment. The Children’s Unit will also be moving from Poole to RBH. This includes 

the following: Children’s Inpatient Wards, Children’s Assessment Unit, and Children’s 

Day Care Unit.  

Keep an eye on our website – www.uhd.nhs.uk/future - as we keep you updated with 

all the changes. 

Transformation update 

http://www.uhd.nhs.uk/future


 

Cancer inpatients relocating to RBH 

We’re making improvements to cancer care 

across University Hospitals Dorset. From 23 

February 2026, all cancer inpatients will be cared 

for at the Royal Bournemouth Hospital. This move 

brings our specialist teams together to provide 

more coordinated and efficient care. Outpatient 

and radiotherapy services will continue as normal. 

Learn more here. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uhd.nhs.uk%2Fnews%2Flatest-news-list%2F188-2026%2F2417-cancer-inpatients-relocate-to-rbh%3Ffbclid%3DIwY2xjawPcV8BleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF6Z3pYVnlUMXZ2aUVXSGVWc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHmNcy2DABiXLnSRYkxTcBuo-u5uWieuBhSZTc-uiIT0lOWYVEjhP8IJ-KtQ2_aem_4lLUVxPp19oAAZU0lviglg&data=05%7C02%7Chelena.cull1%40nhs.net%7Cf56787f7f1e647565db808de58227e01%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639045102418987421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5i2vEbsIssbzVcd1hJ02rlarMGz%2BUjvWaaWwC3%2FFsZQ%3D&reserved=0


 

 

An update from Lead Governor, Michele Whitehurst 

Dear members,  

Happy New Year and welcome to 2026! 
 
As we begin the year, I want to express my sincere thanks to all our 
members, staff, volunteers, and colleagues for your continued 
support of the Council of Governors (CoG). Your involvement keeps 
us focused on what matters most to our communities across Dorset. 
 
We’re delighted to welcome our new and re-elected governors, who completed their 
induction this month January. Thank you for stepping forward to represent our members and 
local communities - we look forward to working with you throughout the year. 
 
On a personal note, I was recently touched to receive a thank‑you card from a member of 
the public I assisted to the Emergency Department. It was a wonderful reminder of how 
small acts of kindness can make a big difference. 

Governor update  



Thank you again for your 
ongoing support. Here’s 
to a positive, productive 
year ahead - and to 
staying connected 
through our events, 
meetings, and 
conversations. 
 
Warmest regards,  

 

 

 

 

March for Men: walk, run and change patients’ lives 

For Prostate Cancer 

Awareness Month, you are 

invited to step into action along 

Bournemouth’s seafront on 

Saturday 28 March 2026 and 

show your support for 

everyone affected by prostate 

cancer in our community. Every 

year, over 52,000 people in the UK are diagnosed with prostate cancer. March for 

Men is the perfect opportunity to come together and raise funds to create a brighter 

future for patients and their families, supported by University Hospitals Dorset. 

Register for March for Men today and enjoy £2 off your tickets: 

www.UHDcharity.org/M4M 

New Year, New impact for you to discover! 

University Hospitals Dorset NHS Charity is full of 

heart, and we would love for you to discover how 

you can be part of something amazing by learning 

more about your hospitals’ charity. As an NHS 

charity, we are here to help you and your teams go 

the extra mile for the patients and families you 

Charity update 



support, above and beyond what the NHS can fund. Our work is only possible thanks 

to the kindness and generosity of local people, patients and our community.  

 Visit www.UHDcharity.org to learn more! 

 

 

Media highlights 

Did you see? 

• Daily Echo | New Year arrivals | see online 
• Daily Echo | Letter: ‘Thanks to wonderful NHS staff’ | see online 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust 
 

You are receiving this newsletter as a valued member of University Hospitals Dorset NHS 

Foundation Trust. If you would like to be removed from the list, please 

email uhd.ftmembers@nhs.net  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bournemouthecho.co.uk%2Fnews%2F25736129.eight-babies-born-bournemouth-new-years-day%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chelena.cull1%40nhs.net%7Cb583ce2cb20a412da35708de4c3f6dce%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639032032551374738%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4xnFZ69x9h3OGGjUqAHshkmEQMBhZ%2B%2BIoZbrLpswQqw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bournemouthecho.co.uk%2Fnews%2F25731452.letter-thanks-wonderful-nhs-staff%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chelena.cull1%40nhs.net%7C3ca52aee45ad41dfe8e908de49e5b0fe%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639029448069638116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hae0Eq3uegmj7S5J6qal%2FgvTGk8tfcPGdcsFhrEr0Zw%3D&reserved=0

